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The McGovern-Dole International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program (McGovem- 
Dole program) helps support education, child development, and food security for some of the 
world’s poorest children. It provides for donations of U.S. agricultural products, as well as 
financial and technical assistance, for school feeding and maternal and child nutrition projects in 
low-income, food-deficit countries that are committed to universal education. 

The McGovern-Dole program was originally authorized by the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002. The legislation called for the use of $100 mi llion in Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) funds to launch the program in fiscal year 2003, with future funding coming 
from Congressional appropriators. The program was reauthorized in the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008. That legislation provides for the use of $84 million in CCC funds and 
allows for annual Congressional appropriations, which has been approximately $100 mi llion 
annually in recent years. The program is administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service and is named in honor of Ambassador and former Senator George 
McGovern and former Senator Robert Dole for their tireless efforts to encourage a global 
commitment to school feeding and child nutrition. 

Background: Due to hunger or malnutrition, an estimated 120 million school-age children 
around the world are not enrolled in school. The majority of these children are girls. The key 
objectives of the McGovem-Dole program are to reduce hunger and improve literacy and 
primary education, especially for girls. By providing school meals, teacher training, and related 
support, McGovem-Dole projects help boost school enrollment and academic performance. At 
the same time, nutrition programs are offered for pregnant and nursing women, infants, and pre- 
school youngsters to sustain and improve the health and learning capacity of children before they 
enter school. 

In implementing the McGovern-Dole program, USDA drew on the experience it gained from 
administering the pilot Global Food for Education initiative between fiscal years 2001 and 2003. 
Under the pilot program, USDA donated about 800,000 metric tons of commodities to provide 
nutritious school meals to nearly 7 million children in 38 countries. These efforts resulted in 
more children entering schools, improved student performance, and greater parental and 




